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hOBSTl3.R T W  CEXSUS 1968 
A census m d e  i n  J u l y  and i n  September, 1968 of the  number of 
t r a p s  used i n  t h e  I r i s h  l o b s t e r  f i s h e r y  has been used i n  t h i s  paper 
a s  t h e  b a s i s  f o r  an  ana lys i s  of l o b s t e r  catch, The cat.ch f i g u r e s  
supplied t o  t h e  F i s h e r i e s  Division by var ious  c o l l e c t o r s  have been 
cor re la t ed  wi th  t h e  gear used i n  t h e  12 maritime counties involved. 
S ix  m i n  types of t r a p  ne re  used i n  t h e  1968 l o b s t e r  f i she ry ,  
These were French crawfish b a r r e l s  Sco t t i sh  1-obster t r a p s :  Kilmore 
Quay (mire) t r a p s ;  U. S par lour  t r a p s ;  Norwegian (wire) t r a p s  and a 
small number of home designed t r a p s  which do not f i t  e a s i l y  i n t o  any of 
the  foregoing types, S c o t t i s h  l o b s t e r  t r a p s  va r i ed  from a r e a  t o  area  
both  i n  d e s i g ~  and i n  d e t a i l  of construct ion,  but  t h e i r  bas ic  shape was 
the  same throughout. I n  some a reas ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  County Galway, the  
French cramfi jh  b a r r e l  had been adapted t o  m k e  it more s u i t a b l e  f o r  
l o b s t e r  catchiing, by narrowing t h e  entrance and "funnell ing" i t  t o  a 7 
f i v e  i m h  ' eye". 
The d i s t r i b u t i o n  of var ious  kinds of f i s h i n g  gear  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  
the  c l a s s  of boat used i s  s e t  out i n  Table 1. Four main c l a s s e s  of boat 
were i n  use, namely, punts  wi th  o r  without outboard motors, motor boats  
of up t o  30' i n  length ,  motor boats  from 31' t o  45' i n  length ,  and motor 
boats  over 45' i n  length,  The t o t a l  number of boa t s  of a l l  kinds 
f i s h i n g  f o r  l o b s t e r s  i n  1968 was 626 an inc rease  of almost 4% on the  IS67 
f i g u r e  of 603, There i s  usual ly  e tendency f o r  the  number of boats  
engaged i n  l o b s t e r  f i s h i n g  t o  inc rease  i n  summers which have long pariods 
of good weather a s  was t h e  case i n  1968. The number of row boats  engaged 
i n  l o b s t e r  f i s h i n g  has f a l l e n  cons ide rab ly  t h e  former row boats  have 
now genera l ly  been f i t t e d  wi th  outboard notors ,  A t o t a l  of 297 punts, 
the vas t  major i ty  wi th  outboard motors were so engaged i n  1968 on the  whole 
coas t  which rep resen t s  a reduct ion  from former times. Many of t h e  motor 
boa t s  under 30' i n  l eng th  viere s p e c i a l l y  b u i l t  f o r  l o b s t e r  f i s h i n g  and 
t h e i r  number a t  267 represents  a very considerable increase  on former 
,. - 
f igures ,  Gibson (1165 and 1967) noted tha-t boa t s  i n  t h i s  c l a s s  appesred 'LO 
be most e f f e c t i v e ,  and poss ib ly  t h e  most economic f o r  l o b s t e r  f i sh ing.  
Boats between 31' and 45' were not numerous i n  1968, with only 44 being 
engaged, w h i l s t  the  number of boats  over l+'j', a t  18 shovred a s l i g h t  
reduct ion  a s  compared with previous years ,  There i s  considerable evidence 
t o  suggest t h a t  boats  i n  excess of 45' i n  l eng th  a r e  b e t t e r  s u i t e d  t o  
f i s h i n g  f o r  crawf'ish. 
The d i s t r i b u t i o n  of %he d i f f e r e n t  types  of lobs ter 'gear  i n  Lse i n  
1965 i s  shomn i n  Table 2,  bjr county i r r e s p e c t i v e  of boat c l a s s .  The -6otal 
number of t r a p s  of a l l  kinds was 33,490 or  about 50 t r a p s  per  boat. The 
s m l l e s t  nurnber of t r a p s  ( l e s s  than I$) were f i s h e d  out of Co; Viicklav 
p o r t s  and t h e  l a r g e s t  number ~ 3 ~ 5 %  were f i s h e d  from Co. Galway por ts .  
Over ha l f  (52,8$) of a l l  t h e  t r a p s  used were or" t h e  French crawfish 
b a r r e l  type, x h i l s t  near ly  one quar ter  (24.59) were of bas ic  Sco t t i sh  
design: Thus these  two types of t r a p  corcprised over 75% of t h e  'cots1 
of a l l  gears  used, The nmber  of U.S, par lour  t r a p s  (6.3%) showed a 
considerable inc rease  on previous years ;  t h i s  t r a p  ?as  f i r s t  used i n  
quant i ty  i n  1966,. The g r e a t e s t  numbers of French craxf ish  t r a p s  s e r e  
found i n  counties Cork, Kerry, Galuray and INayo. Sco t t i sh  t r a p s  viere 
commonest i n  count ies  Louth, Dublin, Wicklovr, 'Vaterf ord, S l igo  and 
Donegal, 
With t h e  exception of t h e  French crawfish b a r r e l  a l l  t h e  o the r  
types of t r a p s  mentioned i n  Table 2 were s p e c i f i c a l l y  &signed f o r  
l o b s t e r  f i s h i n g ,  P r i o r  t o  1947, almost 903 of a l l  t r a p s  used i n  I r e l and  
consis ted  of t h r e e  types ,  namely, t h e  Sco t t i sh ,  ICilmore Quay and wicker 
( ~ o r n i s h )  t r a p s ,  a l l  of which were designed f o r  t h e  capture of lobs ter .  
By t h e  l a t e  50 ' s  over 65% of a l l  t r & p s  were of t h e  French c r a a f i s h  
b a r r e l  type but the re  i s  now a tendency t o  use fewer t r aps  or" t h i s  type. 
The ca tch  of l o b s t e r s  f o r  a l l  types  of t r a p s  per  county, i s  
indica ted  i n  Table j i n  terms of ca tch  pe r  t r a p ,  Lobsters  v a q  ill weight 
from a rea  t o  erea  and normally Eas t  coast  l o b s t e r s  a r e  the  l i g h t e s t  end 
those from t h e  south west t h e  heavies t ,  the  approximate range being fror: 
1 ,2 t o  1 - 5  i b s ;  The t o t a l  ca tch  of l o b s t e r s  i n  ? 968 nas  508,766 n+ich 
represents  a  considerable inc rease  on t h e  previous zight  years .  It >?-is 
r o t ,  hoorever, a s  high a s  i n  1959 when 623,097 l o b s t e r s  mere c a u ~ h t ;  711 
both t h e  years  j959 and 1963 t h e r e  was a long period of f i s h i n g  due t o  
good c a l n  weather, 
The average na t iona l  y i e l d  of l o b s t e r s  per  Grap i n  1968 .;as 15, 
and t h e  average neight  of -the cz tch  pe r  t r a p  v~as  19 lb, It i s  notewortliy 
t h a t  a s  a general  r u l e  where l o b s t e r  t r a p s  exclus ively  vere  used f o r  
l o b s t e r  f i s h i n g  the  y i e l d  of l ~ b s t e i . ~ a i . ' h i ~ h e r  than  i n  those co-unties 
where crawfish t r a p s  were i n  use. The naxinum y i e l d  per  t r a p  - 37 l b .  - 
was i n  Co, C l u e  where l o b s t e r  t r a l s  comprised 90$ of those i n  use: This 
i s  except ional ly  high and i s  probably due t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  coas t  of 
Clare i s  one of t h e  l e a s t  f i shed  f o r  l o b s t e r ,  S l igo  had a s imi la r  high 
y i e l d  per  t r a p ,  probably f o r  tho  same reason. 
1 ,  A t o t a l  of 626 boats  ranging in s i z e  from row goa t s  t o  
motor boats  over 45' i n  length  took part i n  the  I r i s h  
l o b s t e r  f i s h e r y  i n  1968, 
2, The t o t a l  catch of lobs te rs  was 508,766 i n  
1968 which was considerably above the annual 
catch since the exceptionally b ig  catch of 
1959 when 623,097 lobs te rs  were landed, 
3 ,  A t o t a l  of 33,490 t raps  were used an$ of these 
53s were designed f o r  crawfish f i sh ing  and 
4% f o r  lobs te r  f ishing. 
4. The national average y i e ld  of lobs te rs  per 
t r ap  was about 19 lb ,  
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! TABLE 1 
NuLlbers of the var ious  t-ypes of traps in use by county in 1968 
I I 
! 
County 
I I I 
I TOTALS 12.9% 5 2 . 6  6.% 
TABLE 3. 
Numbers of traps arid lobster catch by county in 1968 
